CHAPTER VIII.
THE

I. SHAH ALAM I. TO THE INVASION OF NADIR
SHAH (1707-1738).
AURANGZEB had declared by his will that of his sons,
Mudzzim, or Shdh Alam, as Padshah, should have the
northern and eastern provinces ; Azim, all to the south
and south-west of Agra, except Golkonda and Bijapur,
which were to fall to Kambaksh; but the two elder
brethren at once commenced the usual struggle for
the throne. The elder, who was victorious, assumed
the title of Bahadur Shah, and both his brothers were
slain in fighting against him. To overthrow Kambaksh}
Bahadur Shah had marched to the Dekhan, where the
Mar&tha's were divided into parties, one upholding the
cause of Sahu, the son of Sambaji, and another that
of the son of Raja Ram. The Emperor left Dlud
Khcin in charge of the Dekhan, on behalf of Zalfikar,
whom he appointed viceroy, and Ddud KMn agreed
with Sahu, whose side he favoured, for the payment
of chout, a fact which illustrates the real relative position
at this time of viceroy of the Dekhan and chief of the
Mardthds. The arrangement, however, gave the Em-
peror time to turn his attention to the Rajput princes,
and, in return for a guarantee of peace, he granted to
them practical independence, and marched against the
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